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VII. — New Manuscript Material for the Study of Avianus 
By Professor WILLIAM ABBOTT OL0FATHER 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 

In view of the large number of unused Mss. of Avianus 
which exist to-day in the libraries of Europe, a good deal 
remains yet to be done before the recensio of his Fables can 
be regarded as satisfactorily completed, and that, too, despite 
the fact that three critical editions have appeared within the 
last fifty years. The purpose of this article is partly to 
report upon the accession of new material, and partly thereby 
to invite scholars who may know of other Mss. bearing upon 
the general field of Avianus criticism to assist the writer in 
his attempt to secure a fairly complete knowledge of the Ms. 
tradition of this author. 

We may properly begin with a brief sketch of what has 
been done along this line since Cannegieter's day. His own 
famous edition * need not be considered in this connection, as 
not a few Mss. have changed their habitat since that time, 
and as a separate investigation is now under way looking 
toward the identification or classification of his Mss. with 
those that are now available. In 1787 Nodell published a 
collation of a fourteenth-century Ms. discovered among the 
archives of the town of Kampen in Holland. 2 In 1807, Fr. 
Hulseman did the same for a worthless fifteenth-century Ms. 
then at Liine, but now in Paris. 3 In 181 1, Jannell published 
the text of the thirty-six fables that are contained in the fa- 
mous Codex Perottinus at Naples.* In 1825, Robert pub- 

1 Flavii Aviani Fabulae, Amsterdam, or Leyden, 1 73 1. 

2 Flavii Aviani Fabulae ad Ms. Cod. collatae . . . curante J. A. Nodell, 
Amsterdam, 1787. 

8 De Codice Fabularum Aviani Lunensi, nunc primum collate/, Gottingen, 
1807. 

4 Codex Perottinus Ms. Reg. Bibl. Neapol. duas et triginta Phaedri Fabulas 
. . . sex et triginta Aviani . . . continens . . . editus a Cataldo Jannellio, etc., 
Neapoli, 1809, 191-244. Though dated 1809, the book was not published until 
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lished the Latin and French versions of the eighteen fables 
in Ms. no. 1594 du fond francais. 1 Lachmann, for that sin- 
gular excursion of his into the field of Avianus criticism, 2 
which added nothing to his reputation as a text-critic, seems 
to have employed directly merely Schneidewin's collation of 
the first quarter of a single Ms. — the Leyden Quarto 86 of 
the ninth or tenth century. 3 Froehner was the first to use the 

181 1. The Vatican Ms. Urbinus 368, an exact copy, was published by Angelo 
Mai, in 1831. 

1 A. C. M. Robert : Fables inedites des xii e , xiii", et xiii' slides et Fables de La 
Fontaine, 2 vols., Paris, 1825. Part of the Fables of Avianus were printed after the 
corresponding one of La Fontaine, the remainder together at the end of vol. II, 
pp. 504-523. 

2 Aviani Fabulae, Berlin, 1845, an< l ® e Aviani Fabulis, Prooemium lect. 
aestiv. an. 1845, 3""*> = Kl. Schriften, II, 51-56. 

3 Compare Lachmann's critical note on 4, 14. This Ms. he calls the " anti- 
quissimus." The only other Ms. that he certainly put in this class is Paris. 
13,026 (cf. his note on 13, 7), but this Ms. he knew apparently only from the 
imperfect collation that is given by Cannegieter, as is shown by the fact that he 
quotes a reading from it on 36, 4, which is not in that Ms., but is due to an error 
in collation. No references to an " antiquissimus " or " antiquissimi " occur after 
12, 5. The rest of Lachmann's apparatus criticus he seems to have borrowed 
from Cannegieter, using only vague terms of description. On 40, 9, he attributes 
to " unus recentior " what seems to be merely a suggestion of Cannegieter's own. 
On 2, 1 1, he cites " unus annorum quingentorum " for a reading which does not 
occur in any Ms. to which, apparently, he or his predecessors had access, but 
does appear in the Leyden editions of 1603 and 1607 (1605 ?) cited by Cannegie- 
ter in his note ad loc. It was, perhaps, also the first reading of the second hand 
in Paris. 5570, and exists in a few eleventh and twelfth century Mss., but Lachmann 
had no knowledge of any of these, so far as can now be determined. In simple 
justice to Lachmann it should be said that he was aware of the bravado of his 
attempt to read Avianus back into the second century. Compare his letter of 
June 3, 1845, to Haupt (in J. Vahlen: Karl Lachmanns Briefe an Moriz 
Haupt, Berlin, 1892, p. 153) : " ist es die Kuhnheit zu der mich Avian anleitet? " 
and later on, in the same letter (p. 155), "Beim Avian . . . freue ich mich schon 
auf die plumpen Urteile, dass es keine Kunst sei einen schlechten Dichter ertrag- 
lich zu machen, wenn man ein Drittel streiche usw. (542 Verse sinds, 652 alles, 
aber vulgo viel mehr, 116 Emendationen) " ; and the letter of Jan. 22, 1845 
(p. 140): "Vom 15 Nov. bis Januar Abends bin ich der Knecht meiner Lust 
gewesen : da war nicht nur der Babrius fertig nebst Vorrede, sondern auch das 
Prooemium zum Katalog, welches behandelt von — Avian. Wir werden ja sehn 
ob Dirs recht ist dass ich beide 100 Jahr aus einander bringe, 70 n. C. and 170. 
Bei Avian kostet das aber Kunste." The whole edition was begun and finished 
between Dec. 22, 1844, when Lachmann presented his Ms. of the text of Babrius 
to the Berlin Academy, and the eighteenth of April, 1845, when the work issued 
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Paris Mss., seven of which he collated in full or in part. 1 In 
addition to these, he also employed the Karlsruhe fragment 
which he had himself discovered a few years before, 2 and the 
text of the Steinhowel Aesop, which, as the editio princeps 
of twenty-seven of the fables, has the value of a Ms., — 
though a very poor one be it said, and one that was doubt- 
less very little older than the print itself. 3 Emil Baehrens 
increased our knowledge of the more important Mss. of 
Avianus by collating six 4 and reporting one on the authority 
of H. A. J. Munro. 5 Robinson Ellis 6 added to the list eleven 
Mss., ten in England, 7 and one at St. Gallen. 8 

It remained for Leopold Hervieux, 9 after prolonged re- 
searches in the principal libraries of Europe upon the Ms. 
tradition of the Latin Fabulists, to add a whole series of hith- 
erto unknown Mss. to the sources available for study. Many 
of these Mss. in the case of Avianus he described in consid- 

from Reimer's press, and, during a good part of this time, Lachmann was reading 
the proof on his Babrius, which appeared only on the first of March. See Martin 
Hertz, Karl Lachmann, cine Biographic, Berlin, 1851, 137—139. 

1 They are Paris. 5570, 8048, 8093, 8302, 9637, 13026, 15155. 

2 Karlsruhe 339 (formerly 85); cf. Philol. xiv (1859), 387. 

3 Froehner also used Cannegieter's report upon various readings from the Mss. 
of the Danish clergyman Cabeljau, which was printed in D'Orville's Misc. Crit. 
Nova for 1734, vol. iv, torn. 11, 293-312, and vol. v, torn. 1, 33-46. Baehrens was, 
however, apparently the first to use (occasionally') the original copy of Avianus 
in which Cabeljau had recorded his somewhat haphazard readings. A complete 
set of photographs of this important book is now in the library of the University 
of Illinois. 

4 In P.L.M. vol. v (1883); they are: Leyden, Voss. lat. Q. 86 and O. 15 ; 
Trier, 1464 ; Florence, Laur. plut. 68, 24, and Ashb. 1813 ; Rome, Regin. 1424. 
In 1883, Wiener Stud, v, 165, Karl Schenkl had declared the Trier Ms. to be 
" fur die Kritik dieser Gedichte werthlos," a remark which seems to have been 
unknown to Hervieux when he reproduced it for his text of Avianus. 

6 In Trinity College Library, Gale O. 3. 5 7 ( not as Baehrens cites it, Gale 0. 3. 5 ) . 

6 The Fables of Avianus, Oxford, 1887. 

7 They are : at Oxford, Bodl. Auct. F. 2. 14 ; Auct. F. 5. 6 ; B. N. Rawl. 11 1 ; 
at Cambridge, Peterhouse 4 and 25 ; at London, in the British Museum, Had. 
4967, 15 A. xxxi, 21213, 10090, Reg. 15. A. vii. 

8 No. 1396. Attention had first been called to this by Joh. Huemer in Wiener 
Studien, 11 (1880), 158 f., but Ellis was apparently unaware of this. 

9 Les fabulistes latins, III, Paris, 1894, 49-120. The description of several 
Mss. had been given already in the first volume of the work, to which (in the 
.second edition) frequent reference is made. 
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erable detail, but no one of them did he actually collate, 
contenting himself with a more or less accurate reproduction 
of the text of the Trier Ms. Some knowledge of thirty-two 
new Mss. of Avianus, together with a few Mss. of his mediae- 
val Imitators, we owe to Hervieux's studies. 1 Now I should 
be very loath to detract at all from the merits of his achieve- 
ments. To hunt out so large a number of Mss. and to 
describe a great many of them (as well as an almost equally 
large number of those that were already known) in some 
detail, is no slight task, and M. Hervieux deserves great 
credit for what he has done along this line. Nevertheless, 
when I came to make certain preliminary studies looking 
toward the preparation of a text of Avianus which should be 
based upon a knowledge of as nearly the whole of the Ms. 
material as could, with the means at hand, be rendered avail- 
able, I soon became convinced that Hervieux's work failed as 
much on the score of completeness, even when the material 
was at hand, as it did in philological method and exactness. 
To be brief, it was found necessary to examine the available 
Ms. catalogues anew and the files of the current philological 
literature, in order to get traces of Ms. material which Her- 
vieux had overlooked. In this task I enjoyed the truly 
invaluable services of my friend, Dr. Friedrich Bock, of the 
Ms. Department of the Hof- und Staatbibliothek at Munich, 
about half of the new material (which I have starred) having 
been hunted out by him at my request. 2 

1 These Mss. are : Paris. 15 160 ; the Ms. at Besancon, which, at that time, was 
unnumbered, according to Hervieux's statement, but bears now the number 534 ; 
Dijon, 497; the following at Wolfenbuttel : 13. 10. Aug., 37. 34. Aug., 87. 5. Aug., 
288 Gud., 185 Helmst.; the following at Munich: 237, 391, 609,4146, I47°3> 
22404, 26781 ; Stuttgart, 34 ; London, Brit. Mus. Add. 33781 (in Hervieux's 
time, Grenville xm) ; at Cheltenham in the Phillips Library, 215 ; at Oxford, in 
the Bodleian Libr., Rawl. 552 C ; at Vienna, 303 ; at Brussels, 1 1 193 ; at Leyden, 
Voss. lat. O. 89 ; at Rome, Vat. 1663, Ott. 1297, and 3° 2 5> Pal - 2 4 2 > and I 573» 
Regin. 1556, and 2080 ; at Florence, Riccard. 574; at Bern, 688 ; at Basel, 
A. N. it, 42 (not 12, as Hervieux gives it). To this number should properly be 
added the eight new Mss. of the Imitators of Avianus, to which Hervieux was the 
first to call attention. 

2 Dr. Bock has also been very kind in helping me to secure photographs, not 
only of the Munich Mss., but also of a number of those in less accessible places. 
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It will, perhaps, be best to arrange the list of new Mss. 
alphabetically by countries and cities, adding brief comment 
wherever that seems desirable. 1 

♦Austria. Krakau, 2 Univ. Bibl., 2233 chart., s. xv, fables com- 

plete, pp. 173-208. 

"Austria. Krakau, Univ. Bibl., 2195 chart., s. xv, fables 1-4 1, 

pp. 3-70. 
Austria. Krakau, 8 Univ. Bibl., 2460 chart., s. xv, fables 1-19, 

pp. 369-390. 

"Austria. Prag, 4 Univ. Bibl., 545 chart., s. xiv, nos. 1-14, f. 35 b- 

39 a. 

"Austria. Prag, Univ. Bibl., 546 chart., s. xiv, fables complete, 

f. 1 1 b-28 a. 

"Austria. Prag, Univ. Bibl., 1625 membr., s. xn, fables com- 

plete and epist. f. 2 b, 4 a-8 a. 
Austria. Vienna, 5 K. K. Bibl., 901 membr., s. xm, nos. 1-36, 

f. 72 b-86 b. 
Austria. Vienna, 6 K. K. Bibl., 3261 chart., s. xvi, Epist., 

f. 25 b-26 a. 

1 It is to be understood that photographs of all these Mss. are now in the 
Library of the University of Illinois, unless the opposite is expressly stated. In 
this connection it will be appropriate for me to express my gratitude to the 
administration of the Graduate School of this University, and especially Dean 
David Kinley, for the cordial and generous financial support of this undertaking, 
which alone has made possible the gathering of this large collection of Ms. mate- 
rial in photographs. 

2 The catalogue statement that this contains only forty-one fables is incorrect, 
perhaps due to confusion with 2195, which has only 41 fables, though the cata- 
logue does not mention the fact. 

3 Knowledge of this Ms. I owe to the kindness of Dr. Jos. de Korzeniowski, 
of the Bibl. Jagielldnska at Krakau. 

4 These Prag Mss. might very well have been known to Hervieux from the 
publication of Joh. Kelle : " Die klass. Hss. bis herauf zum 14. Jahrh. in Prager 
Bibliotheken. ... 10 Avianus, Pindar Thebanus," in Abhl. d. k. b'ohm Ges. d. 
PViss. 1871-72, 6. Folge, 5. Band, Prag. 

5 This Ms. was noticed by Joh. Huemer, Wiener Studien, II (1880), 
'59- 

6 This Ms. is the copy " von einer Sammlung, die sich Sannazar aus mehreren 
alten Hss. angelegt hatte " (Schenkl), and the archetype was almost certainly 
from Lyons. This Epistula is not mentioned in the Catalogue of 1868, but is. in 
that of Endlicher, 1836, under the former no. cccvi. See on this Ms. M. Haupt : 
Ovidii Hal., Leipzig, 1838, pp. xxiv f. ; K. Schenkl, in his ed. of Auson., p. xxxiv, 
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Lincoln, 1 Chapter Libr., C. 5. 8 membr., s. xra, nos. 9, 

6-end, f. 115 a-i23b. 
Winchester, Cath. Libr., 111. A. chart., s. xv., fables 

complete, f. 100 a-i 13 a. 
Berlin, K. K. Bibl., 193 membr., s. xm, Proverbia, 

f- 47 b-49a. 
Berlin, 2 K. K. Bibl., theol. lat. fol. 381 chart., s. xv, 

Flores, f. i88a-i89b. 
Berlin, 3 K. K. Bibl., Diez B. Santen, 60 membr., s. 

xiv, Proverbia, f. 1 b. 
Darmstadt, 4 Grossh. Hof-Bibl. 2780 chart, s. xv, " 10) 

Fabeln [ohne Anfang] . Explicit antiquus Avianus." 
Erfurt, 5 Kgl. Bibl., Amplon. Q. 21 chart., s. xiv, fables 

complete, f. 1 7 a-44 b. 
Erfurt, 6 Kgl. Bibl., Amplon. O. 94 chart., s. xiv, nos. 

1-7, 18, f. 37a- 3 8b. 
Maihingen, Fiirstl. Ottingen-Wallerstein'sche Fidei- 

Kommiss-Bibliothek, 635 chart., anni 145 1, fables 

complete, f. 132 a-i68b. 



and in the Zeitschr. f. die osterreichischen Gymn. xvi (1865), 398; H. Schenkl, 
in Fleckeisen's Jahrb. Supplbd. XXIV (1898), 390. 

1 It appears that the existence of a supposed Ms. of Avianus at Eton, to 
which reference was made by G. L. Hamilton in Mod. Philol. VII (1909), 178, is 
due merely to an error in transcribing a hastily written note, as Professor Hamil- 
ton himself has had the kindness to inform me, under date of July 17, 191 1. 

2 See on this Ms. Archiv d. Ges. f. altere deut. Geschichtskunde, vin (1843), 
843; Edelestand du Meril, Poesies inedites du moyen age, Paris, 1854, 165, n. I; 
E. Voigt, Ysengrimus, Halle, 1884, xii-xv. 

3 See, on this Ms., R. Peiper, Aulularia sive Querolus, Leipzig, 1875, p. xiv, 
n. 5. Misled by the Ms. heading for the verses — quoted by Peiper — Manitius 
reports (Philol. LI, 1892, 535), " der Prolog des Avianus wird. . . . iiberlie- 
fert" ; as a matter of fact, though the heading is " Incipit prologus libri Aviani," 
the contents are merely " flores." 

* See F. W. E. Roth in Roman. Forsch., VI (1891), 17 ff. Photographs of 
only the Novus Avianus, not of the Antiquus. 

6 In the middle of this codex are fragments of a Ms. of the thirteenth century, 
on one leaf of which is yet visible " explicit Avianus," according to the statement 
in Schum's Catalogue. 

6 The fables of Avianus are here said to be wrongly entitled, " Aesopi apologi 
quidam metrici," and no correction of this has been made in the Catalogue ; see 
Manitius, "Zur Uberlieferungsgesch. mittelalterl. Schulautoren," Mitt. d. Ges./. 
deutsche Erz.- u. Schulgesch. XVI (1906), 235, but no indication of title or of sub- 
scription appears in the photographs. The first two words of 8, I, also appear. 
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Germany. Munich, Hof- u. Staatbibl., 18910 chart., s. xv, " (Aui- 

ani) Fabulae," nos. 1-15, f. 2 a-7 b. 
•Germany. Munich, Hof- u. Staatbibl., cod. Germ. 3974 chart., s. 

xv, fables complete, f. 235 a-248 b. 
Germany. Pommersfelden, 1 Graft Schonborn'sche Bibl., 2671 

membr., s. xiv, fables complete, f. 29 b-41 b. 
Holland. Leyden, 2 Univ. Bibl., Lips. 51 membr., s. xiv-xv, 

fables complete, 132 a-141 b. 
Holland. Leyden, Univ. Bibl., Lips. 36 membr., s. xiv, fables 

complete, f. 1 b-10 a. 
Italy. Florence, Bibl. Laur.-Med., Plut. 91 sup. 4, chart., s. 

xv, fables complete, f. 77 a-88 b. 
*Italy. San Daniele del Friuli, 3 Bibl. Comm., 97 chart., s. xv, 

fables complete, f. 1-29. 
Switzerland. Zurich, 4 Univ. Bibl., C. 68 membr., vm-ix, fables 5 

and 9, f. I26b-i27 a. 

Mention should here be made of three other Mss. which 
we have come to know since the publication of Hervieux's 
work in 1894. They are: Erlangen Univ. Bibl., 849 chart., 
s. xv, to which attention was called by H. Draheim in Burs. 
Jahresb. lxxxiv (1895), 250. In the published Catalogue 
this appears as " 3) Amanus poeta f. 65-75 " ( no photo- 
graphs) : a Ms. in the Bibl. Municip. of Reggio-Emilia which 
was transcribed by A. Levi : " Aviano le favole, trascritti se- 
cundo il codice della biblioteca municipale di Reggio-Emilia," 
published at the same place in 1897. As this pamphlet was 

1 This Ms. once belonged to Amplonius Ratingk de Berka, and was no. 26 of 
the collection under the rubric "Poetria" ; see E. Voigt, Ysengrimus, vii ft., and 
for the catalogue of Amplonius from the year 1412, Schum's Catalogue of the 
Erfurt Mss., Berlin, 1887. 

2 It is surprising that Hervieux overlooked these two Mss. as they are listed in 
Geel's Catalogue of Accessions since 1741, published at Leyden in 1851, under the 
numbers 360 and 391. 

8 Photographs of this Ms. I owe to the kindness of my friend, Professor Wil- 
czynski of Chicago. Dr. Lyrango, of San Daniele, assures me that the correct 
number is 97, since it is given as 98 in Mazzatinti's Catalogue. The catalogue is 
also in error, stating that it contains only fables I-Xii. All forty-two are there. 

4 This very interesting fragment is a good specimen of the bold, coarse hand 
that prevailed at St. Gallen about the year 800. Attention was first called to this 
Ms. by Joh. Huemer, Wiener Stud, n (1880), 160, but his statement that both 
fables are on f. 126 is incorrect. 
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privately printed and the edition limited to one hundred copies, 
it has been impossible to secure it as yet, and I know of it 
only from Luigi Valmaggi's review in the Bull, di filol. class- 
iv (1897-98), 139 f. (no photographs): a codex Augiensis 
(Reichenau) in Karlsruhe, lxiii membr., s. x, f. ioga-ni b, 
containing 1-29, 18; see the description by A. Holder: 1 Die 
Reichenauer Handschriften beschriebeti und erlautert, Leipzig, 
1906, 1, 214, 642, and his excellent collation in Philol. lxv 
(1906), 91-96. 2 

There are also some lesser Florilegia and similar collec- 
tions, containing from two to several dozen verses, which 
should be enumerated here. They are : 

France. Rouen, Bibl. de Rouen, 1470 membr., s. x-xi, a gram- 
matical and prosodic collection ; de quantitate penul- 
timarum syllabarum in verbis, f. 1 07 a-11 2 b, possibly 
by Mico of St. Riquier, containing some verses from 
Avianus. 3 

Germany. Gottingen, 4 Univ. Bibl., cod. philol. 130 membr., anni 
1366, f. i69a-i8ob. 

Germany. Karlsruhe, 5 cod. Ettenheimmunster, 40 chart., anni 1506, 
f. 85 b, fab. 15, 15 f. 

Germany. Munich, 6 Hof- und Staatbibl., 4643 membr., s. xm, f. 131- 
157, fab. 12, 1. 

1 Dr. Holder has also had the kindness to report on a florilegium at Karlsruhe 
(see below), to give some further information relative to his collation of this pres- 
ent Ms., and especially to re-collate the Karlsruhe fragment that had been used 
by Froehner, in doing which he corrected several errors and added not a few im- 
portant readings. I wish to take this occasion to express my gratitude to Dr. 
Holder. 

2 For completeness' sake it should be noted that the Avianus Ms., supposed 
to exist in Budapest in the Hungarian National Museum (G. Hanel, N. Jahrb. f. 
Philol. Supplbd. (1837), 603 : " Aviani Flavii Fabulae, numero lxiii"), is probably 
one of Aesop, as, indeed, the scribe (for once not the " indoctus scriptor " that he 
is said to be), indicated in the subscript™ : "Explicit Liber Exopi. Deo gratias 
1416. Aprilis." Since writing the above, a letter from the Director of the Library, 
Von Fejevpataky Laszlo, informs me that this opinion is correct. The title of 
the Ms. is cod. lat. med. aevi no. 122. It appears never to have been used. 

8 See Manitius, Cesch. d. lat. Lit. d. M.-A. (1910), p. 474 (no photographs). 

4 See E. Voigt in Roman. Forsch. HI (1886-87), 2Sl ff - 

5 Letter of Dr. Holder, Jan. 10, 1910. 

6 See Manitius, Gesch., etc., p. 473, n. 5 ; letter of Dr. Bock, Dec. 14, 191 1, 
who adds that the fiorilegium begins on f. 131, not 129. 
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A word might be said in this connection about the two 
editiones principes. The Steinhowel Aesop, containing twenty- 
seven of the fables of Avianus, has been rendered accessible 
through the reprint which Hermann Osterley has published 
in the Bibliothek des litterarischen Vereins in Stuttgart, 
cxvn, Tubingen, 1873. The fables of Avianus occupy 
pages 261-292. It is not clear from what copy of this very 
rare book Osterley made his reprint, but it may very well 
have been from the one in Wolfenbuttel, which is, perhaps, 
the best known from Schwabe's use of it in his edition of 
Phaedrus, 1806. Hervieux reported on the existence of four 
other copies, but it is not apparent from what one he made 
his own citations. 1 At all events, a comparison of the texts 
which Osterley and Hervieux furnish of the passage covering 
the first twelve lines of the Vita Esopi shows at least forty 
variations in forms and punctuation, aside from the fact that 
Hervieux says the Vita begins on 2 a, while Osterley sets it 
at 1 a. Something is evidently wrong with one, or, more 
probably, both. 2 A copy of the second editio princeps, that 
of the first complete edition of Avianus, has recently been 
added to the library of Harvard University, where I had the 
privilege of collating it. This was published at Cologne in 
1494, and, a point which Hervieux left in doubt, was certainly 
from the press of Heinrich Quentell. 3 

1 G. Thiele, Der lateinische Asop des Romulus, Heidelberg, 1910, p. clii, thinks 
it was "A. Gr. b. 13*." Hervieux, I 2 , 359, refers simply to "A. Gr. B. 12," 
which is the same copy, apparently, that Thiele himself employed, under the pres- 
ent rubric 2° Inc. s. a. 7*. A minute comparison of Hervieux's quotations from 
the Steinhowel Aesop (I 2 , 350 ff.) with the Munich original, which my brother, 
C. H. Oldfather, has just made, shows some such striking discrepancies, notably in 
the subscription to the fourth book of Aesop (p. 355), that it is impossible to 
believe Hervieux ever used this original at all. 

2 Thiele, I.e., says that Osterley's reproduction of the spelling is not always 
correct, and a collation which my brother has made of Osterley and the Munich 
Steinhowel original (2 Inc. s. a. 7 X ) shows some thirty minor variations on the 
very first page. For the most recent literature on the Steinhowel Aesop, see 
R. A. Peddie, Library World, XI (1908-09), 85. 

8 This edition has been described by Hervieux, in, 121 ff. A collation of the 
text which Hervieux gives of the preface and the subscription with the copy in 
Harvard Univ. Library shows just eighteen differences, aside from the punctua- 
tion, which it is apparent Hervieux made no attempt to reproduce here, though 
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A new phase of Avianus criticism is opened up by the 
bringing to light of several mediaeval Introductions and 
Commentaries, which had a separate text-transmission. Her- 
vieux had partially described one, a twelfth-century Palatinus 
in the Vatican library, no. 242. The new material is as fol- 
lows : 

Vienna. K. K. Bibl., 150 71 chart., anni 1346, f. 65 a-71 a. This is 
somewhat misleadingly entitled in the Catalogue " Avia- 
nus, Fabulae Aesopicae cum comm." As a matter of 
fact, it is nothing but a commentary upon the Fables, 
under the rubric each time of the first verse. 

Munich. Hof- und Staatbibl., 631 membr., s. xn-xin. "In Aviani 
fabulas commentarius," f. 146 a-148 b. 

Munich. Hof- und Staatbibl., 19474 (Tegernsee) membr., s. xii-xm. 
"Accessus . . . Aviani (cum arguments 42 fabularum)," 
pp. 59-65. 

Munich. Hof- und Staatbibl., 1 19475 (Tegernsee) membr., s. xn, 
" Accessus Aviani . . . cum argumentis," pp. 2b~4a. 

Munich. Hof- und Staatbibl., cod. germ. mon. 50 membr., s. xin- 
xiv, " Expositio in fabulas Aviani," f. 124 a-126 a. 2 The 

he generally does elsewhere. This work almost certainly appeared from the press 
of Heinrich Quentell, as he published an exactly similar edition of Cato in the 
same year — " Dionysius Cato cum glossa et moralisatione " (a copy of which is 
preserved in the Kgl. offentl. Bibliothek at Hannover, and fully described in its 
Kat. d. Inkunabeln, 1866, no. 140), while it is well known that Avianus and Cato 
were the most closely associated school authors from the early Middle Ages down 
to and beyond this time. The woodcut used on the title page is also one of Quen- 
tell's; see R. Proctor, An Index to the Early Printed Books in the British Museum, 
London, 1898, p. 99, where the woodcut is identified with the one used from 26 
Sept., 1492, to 4 Dec, 1496, and the types are classed as nos. 6, 7, and 10; com- 
pare also K. Haebler, Typenrepertorium der Wiegendrucke, Halle, 1 905, pp. 32 f. 
Hain had long ago assigned this edition to H. Quentell, but, on the other hand, 
Panzer and Ebert had attributed it to Jacques de Breda of Deventer. Brunet and 
Graesse express no opinion of their own. L. von Bullinger's list of Quentell's 
publications between 1479 and 1500 has not been accessible. For the most recent 
literature on this edition, see R. A. Peddie, I.e. 429. 

1 See on this group of Mss. F. A. Specht, Gesch. des Unterrichtswesens in 
Deutschland, Stuttgart, 1885, p. 103, and G. Schepss, Conradi Hirsaugensis Dia- 
logus super Auctores. Wiirzburg, 1889, p. 11. 

2 K. Mannert in 1795 reported the existence of another Ms. of this class in the 
Ebernische Bibliothek at Nuremberg {Miscellanea, meist diplomatischen Inhalts, 
p. 97) thus : " Eber 24. Glossae super Catonis disticha, Avieni fabulas, Hora- 
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catalogue statement is incorrect. The Commentarius 
on Avianus ends f. 126 a. From here to 127 a is a Com- 
mentarius on Theobaldus de natura animalium. 

Something should be said in this connection of certain in- 
direct evidence bearing upon the origin and composition of 
these commentaries. Professor A. Mancini 1 had called atten- 
tion to a commentary of Remigius of Auxerre upon the Dis- 
ticha of Cato, and had published part of a gloss which gave 
in some detail the substance of the tenth fable of Avianus. 2 
E. K. Rand 3 some years later observed that the Trier Ms. 
1093, s. xi, also contained this commentary on Cato, along 
with another by Remigius upon Boethius, besides glosses on 
Arator and Avianus. These facts led M. Manitius 4 to con- 
jecture, with some degree of probability, that Remigius had 
also composed a commentary upon Avianus, some traces of 
which were to be found in the glosses of the Trier Ms. This 
conjecture is raised to the degree of practical certainty by a 
comparison of the scholium on Cato, which Mancini cites 
from the Lucca Ms. and Manitius {ibid?) from the Rouen Ms. 
(no. 1470, s. x-xi — the oldest and most elaborate form of 
the commentary). In the Rouen Ms. the wig which the bald 
man wears is twice called a " calamaucus," in the Lucca Ms., 
a "golomaucus." 5 This word appears, evidently misunder- 

tium, Prudentium, etc. Quart. Pergament. Von mehreren, sehr verschiedenen 
Hss. des I3ten und dem Anfang des I4ten Jahrhunderts geschrieben, und in 
einen Band gesammelt." Dr. Reicke of Nuremberg informs me that this library 
was sold between 1813 and 1820, and that no Ms. of Avianus now exists in any 
library of that city. 

1 " Un commento ignoto di Remy d' Auxerre ai Disticha Catonis," Rendiconti 
delta Reale Accad. dei Lincei, classe di scienze morali, etc., Ser. V, XI (1902), 
175—198 and 369-382, and in the catalogue of the Lucca Ms. Studi italiani di 
filologia classica, VIII (1900), 211 f. See also L. Traube, BPhW, 1903, col. 261. 

2 Page 373. Professor Mancini has had the kindness to copy and forward to 
me, through the courtesy of Dr. Eugenio Boselli of Lucca, the complete text of 
this gloss as it appears in the Lucca Ms., as only part of it had been published in 
the article referred to above. 

3 Remigius von Auxerre als Ausleger des Boethius, Munich, 1906, pp. 96 f. 

4 Gesch. der tat. Lit. usw., p. 512. 

5 Du Cange, s.v. Camelaucum, cites the following forms, which occasionally 
appear : calamaucus, calamaucum, camelaucium, and as errors calamati, cala- 
mantum. Golomaucus is apparently not a recognized form of the word. 
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stood and therefore barbarously mangled, in the Trier Avi- 
anus as " dicitur calauuo uarskiunare " — mere voces nihili. 
Furthermore, the gloss " calvitium " in the Trier Ms. appears 
in the Rouen Ms., and the gloss "coeve" for "aequaevae" 
in both the Trier and the Lucca Mss. A certain knowledge 
of Greek, principally to be sure of rhetorical terminology, 
is manifested in the Trier glosses, as also in Remigius' com- 
mentary on Cato (cf. Mancini, op. cit., p. 177), and any kind 
of knowledge of that tongue was at that time so rare that 
this is perhaps sufficient to complete the chain of evidence. 
It remains yet to examine these Trier glosses further to deter- 
mine what relation they bear to the original work of Remigius, 
and that problem is now being specially studied. 

It seems not improbable that the first attempt to compose 
a commentary upon Avianus may go back to a period yet 
earlier than that of Remigius. Caspar Barth in his Adversa- 
riorutn Commentatiorum libri sexaginta, Francofurti, 1624, 
col. 1766, speaks thus of a commentary on Avianus in an 
ancient Ms. at that time in his possession : " Commentarius 
est antiquus quern possidemus satis grandis, et auctorem prae- 
fert Albinum, non semel expresso nomine," later on quoting a 
scholium under the caption " Albinus exponit," while on col. 
1 78 1 in discussing fab. 12, 1, Barth calls the commentator out- 
right " Alcuinus." It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that 
this is none other than the great Alchvine of York and Tours, 
as indeed Barth had suggested. Several times Barth uses 
the designation " magister " of the author of the notes, and 
we are reminded thereby that Alchvine frequently signed 
himself thus, as, e.g., " Albinus magister filio carissimo Oduino 
Presbitero salutem" — Ep. 134 (Diimmler). 1 Confirmatory 
evidence is the fact that Vergil is frequently quoted in the 
few excerpts that Barth has made, while it is well known that 
Alchvine felt so strong a love for Vergil that he seems occa- 
sionally to have wondered if it were not excessive. 2 Certainly 

1 Elsewhere, of course, Barth uses an almost fantastic variety of expressions to 
designate the author of the commentary, so no great weight can be ascribed to 
this title, except that it seems to occur more frequently than the others. 

2 Of course the expression of such a feeling on the part of Alchvine or of other 
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no other Albinus, among those that are mentioned by Cheva- 
lier, at least, can with any degree of likelihood be thought of 
as the author of such a commentary. Alchvine was a busy 
commentator, as the long series of his works upon different 
books of the Old and New Testament certifies, and we know 
further that he composed a commentary upon Priscian (cf. 
Manitius, Gesch. usw. p. 282), who was one of the standard 
authors in the schools along with Cato, Avianus, Theodulus, 
and Donatus. Indeed, in order to explain the truly remark- 
able rapidity with which the obscure and jejune fables of this 
insignificant poetaster spread through the schools of Western 
Europe during the ninth and tenth centuries, we should in any 
case have had to postulate the active intervention of some 
influential scholar contemporary with Charlemagne. 1 Of 
course the mere fact that the name of Albinus is frequently 
mentioned in Barth's Commentary is sufficient to show that he 
(Albinus) was not its immediate author. 2 That what Barth 
had was the original commentary of Remigius is not at all 
unlikely — for the educational line which connects Remigius 
and Alchvine through Heiric, Servatus Lupus, Adalbert of 
Ferrieres and Hrabanus Maurus of Fulda is close and direct 
— but as yet this hypothesis cannot be supported by any real 
evidence. 

Last come the mediaeval Imitations and Versions. New 
material is not quite so abundant here. It is as follows : 

leaders of the Church must not be taken too seriously. Compare O. F. Long's 
interesting paper : " The Attitude of Alcuin towards Vergil, in Studies in Honor 
of B. L. Gildersleeve, pp. 337 ff., a contribution that seems to have escaped Mani- 
tius. Professor Long shows, as he very neatly expresses it, how " Alcuin's use of 
Vergil ... far exceeds his abuse" (p. 385). 

1 Of course Avianus does not appear in Alchvine's list of the books in York, 
but this list is professedly incomplete, and indeed a copy of Avianus might not, 
after all, have existed there.. Alchvine may have come to know him first in 
France. 

2 Furthermore, it should be borne in mind that the Ms. which Barth had was 
old and fragmentary. He calls it a " priscus codex," a " vetus liber," and col. 
2345 he uses the phrase "ope casci libri vel fragmentis potius." He actually 
cites no passages from 18, 18 to 34, 1, so that probably this portion was missing. 
The epistle was also lost probably, as Barth never refers to his Ms. while dis- 
cussing it (col. 961). 
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*Germany. Berlin, K. K. Bibl., 916 membr., s. xiv (xm), f. 54 a-55 b. 
This Ms. represents the same version that appears in 
the Vienna Ms. 883. On f. 100 b appears a prose 
version of the third and fourth fables. These are 
evidently from the same version as that from which 
selections appear in the Donaueschingen Ms. below, 
as is clear from the form of the third fable which 
appears in both. 
Germany. Berlin, K. K. Bibl., cod. theol. fol. 381 " Flores Aviani 

Novi," f. i88b-i89a. 
Germany. Darmstadt, Grossherz. Hofbibl. 2780, Nov. Avianus, f. 
113 a-132 b. A long and hitherto unknown version. 
"Germany. Donaueschingen, Fiirstl. Furstenbergische Bibl., 27 
chart, anni 1448, f. 58 b— 59 b. A hitherto unknown 
version in prose of nos. 3, 6, 5, 31, 35, and 33 in 
this order. 
Germany. Erlangen, Univ. Bibl., 873, chart., s. xv., 210 a-215 b. 
The same version as that which appears in Hervieux, 
in, 319 ff. 
Germany. Munich, Hof- und Staatbibl., 26781 chart., s. xv, 
327 a-342 a. Although this Ms. was mentioned by 
Hervieux, he was entirely ignorant of its contents, 
classing it according to the brief Catalogue title 
among the ordinary Mss. of Avianus. As a matter 
of fact it is a prose version of the Fables of a class 
hitherto unknown. This fact justifies, perhaps, its 
inclusion under "new material." 1 



1 It might not be amiss to lay the ghost of a putative author ofa"Novus Avienus." 
Du Meril (op. cit. p. 165, 1) cites a "Tebaldo (s. xn) " as the author of an imi- 
tation of Avianus, and before him Lessing (Zur Geschichte des Aesopischen Fabels, 
Lachmann-Muncker ed. 16, p. 156) had done the same. Both give as their 
authority the Giornale dS Letterati d' Italia, vol. iv, Venice, 1710. Here in a 
review of Galateo, ovvero de' Costumi, p. 181, the following passage occurs : " Un 
simile argomento . . . fu trattato ... in versi Leonini da un certo Maestro 
Tebaldo, il quale crediamo esser vivuto verso il XII secolo. Principia cosi egli 
suo libro, da lui intitulato Moralis : Cam nichil utilius & . . . al quale libro tre 
altri ne succedono, cioe Utilis, Physiologus, Novus Avienus. A c. 19 del codice in 
carta-pecora, posseduto dal Sig. Apostolo Zeno, e scritto nel xm. secolo leggesi 
il nome dell' Autore ne' dui versi seguenti. Carmine finito sit laus et gloria 
Christo, I Cui (si non alii) placeant haec metra Tebaldi." It should be observed 
that it is nowhere explicitly stated that Tebaldo (i.e. Theobaldus) was the author 
of the Novus Avienus. In fact, the form of expression — "A c. 19" — instead 
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This preliminary report can most fittingly be brought to a 
close by some discussion of the history of one of the Mss. to 
which Hervieux was the first to call attention. In the second 
edition of the first volume on Phaedrus, pp. 577 f., Hervieux 1 
gave a brief and only partly satisfactory description of Ms. 
215, membr., s. xm, in the library of Sir Thomas Phillips, 
Bart., Thirlstane House, Cheltenham, England, which con- 
tained among other things the Fables of Avianus, f. 12 a-23 a. 
Inquiries at Thirlstane House elicited the information that 
the Ms. had been sold at auction at Sotheby's as lot no. 714 
to Maggs Bros, in London in 1908. These latter had sold it 
to Breslauer, and he to Rosenthal in Munich, where the Ms. 

of something like " at the end," or " on the last page," implies, if anything, that 
the signature followed some work other than the last. This work must certainly 
have been the Physiologus, for that is the only one of this series that is in Mss. 
attributed to a certain Theobaldus Episcopus (probably of the eleventh century, 
and possibly the Abbot of Monte Cassino from 1022-1035 ; see J. G. Thierfelder 
in Serapeum XXIII (1862), 235 ff., and 241 ff., who has given an excellent discus- 
sion of the sources, significance, and imitations of this work). Besides, no fewer 
than four of the existing Mss. of Avianus contain also this Physiologus, so that it 
was no unusual thing for either the old or the new Avianus to be united with it 
in a codex. These Mss. are Prag 546, Munich cgm. 3924, Vienna 303 and 15071. 
Cf. also Munich cgm. 50 above, p. 1 14. Then, again, the Imitations uf Avianus 
are uniformly anonymous, with the exception of those of the Astensis and of Alex- 
ander Neckham, while it is scarcely conceivable that such a signature as the one 
quoted above could ever have been lost from the whole Ms. tradition as elsewhere 
represented. Decisive is the fact that these very words do actually occur at the 
end of certain Mss. of the Physiologus, and nowhere else to my knowledge. That 
is to say, they appear in the Paris Ms. from which A. Beaugendre printed the work, 
though ascribing it at the same time curiously enough to Saint Hildebert of Tours 
( Venerabilis Hildeberti . . . Opera, Paris, 1708). The only variant here is the spell- 
ing "Tibaldi." There are some extenuating circumstances for Beaugendre's not 
knowing that the work had been published before, but surely none for Bourasse, 
who in the Patrologia (vol. 171, 121 7-1224) repeats all of Beaugendre's errors, 
and adds a further one of his own, in that he interpolates a ridiculous comma 
before the last word, and that, too, despite the fact that Lessing long ago ( Col- 
lectaneen zur Litteratur, p. 180) had corrected the mistake. The verses in ques- 
tion do not seem to have been in the Ms. from which H. Quentell's editio prin- 
ceps of 1487 was prepared, and are, therefore, not in the other rather numerous 
editions which appeared prior to 1502, but traces of it are yet to be seen in two 
Prag Mss., one no. 262 with " cui si non ali placeant metra theobaldi," and the 
other no. 537 with " cui si non alii placeant metra thebaldi." Hervieux seems 
nowhere to consider this question. 
1 A little more is given, III, 102. 
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was when last I heard of it a few months ago. The cata- 
logue of the Phillips Library (1837) J describes the Ms. merely 
as "215 Aesopi Fabulae. i2mo. : Vel. s. xm." Sotheby's 
Catalogue (for which I am indebted to the courtesy of Maggs 
Bros.) gives the following interesting statement: 

"Theodulus. Catonis (Dionysii) Carmen de Moribus — 
Theoduli Ecloga — Flavii Aviani Fabulae — Aesopi Fabulae, 
manuscript of the 13th century, on vellum, sm. 8vo. xru Cen- 
tury. This very important and early manuscript containing 
the above rare works is evidently of Belgian origin, as inside 
the cover is a charter dated 1381 relating to Antwerp and 
Tournay. Probably it belonged to the Abbey of Tournay, as 
according to Sanderus there was at one time in that library a 
manuscript containing Cato, Theodulus, Avianus, etc." 

Making all due allowances for possible inaccuracies and ex- 
aggerations in a sale catalogue, it nevertheless might appear 
that there was good circumstantial evidence that this Ms. 
once belonged to the Monastery of Tournay. But at this 
point difficulties arise. Dr. Bock has carefully examined the 
Ms. in Munich and finds no trace of the charter mentioned in 
Sotheby's catalogue, while Rosenthal and Breslauer both 
claim to know nothing about it. It is evident that the origi- 
nal Ms. was taken apart after leaving Thirlstane House, as 
the present binding is one which Rosenthal has put on him- 
self, but just where that was done cannot now be determined. 
Now it is true that A. Sanderus (Bibl. Bclg. Mannscr., Insulis, 
1 64 1, 1, p. 139) does describe in detail a Ms. in the Abbey 
of St. Martin at Tournay that contained Cato, Theodulus, 
Avianus, and Aesop, besides a large number of shorter works, 
and Father Warichez, Archivist of the Cathedral and Epis- 
copal Library at Tournay, assures me that this was lost 
during the period of the French Revolution. It was about 

1 As this catalogue is not readily accessible, and the copy in the Harvard Uni- 
versity Library is incomplete, it might be well to indicate that Haenel has pub- 
lished a list of most of the Mss. down to 1862 in the following places : Catal. libr. 
manuscr. 1830, 803 ff. ; Jahn-Fleckeiseti's Jahrb. Supplbd. vi (1840), 506 ff., 
vn (1841), 594 ff., vill (1842), 437 ff., 587 ff. ; Serapeum, XXIII (1862), 177 ff., 
185 ff. The Ms. in question Haenel describes as " 215. Aesopi Fabvlae ; 
membr." 
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this time that Sir Thomas Phillips began to make his great 
collections, and Tournay was one of his principal sources, as 
pages 23-25 of his catalogue are occupied with a list of the 
Mss. which were definitely known by press numbers or other- 
wise to have belonged to that Abbey. This Ms., however, is 
not in that list, and neither of the numbers which it at pres- 
ent bears, "V. L." or " N. 18," agrees with the Tournay 
number, as given by Sanderus. Dr. Bock argues convinc- 
ingly that this Ms. cannot be identical with the one at Tour- 
nay, because here the Aesop begins on the same page, 24 a, 
on which the Avianus ends, while in the Ms. which Sanderus 
describes nearly a dozen short works intervened. The pres- 
ence, however, of the Antwerp-Tournay charter in the older 
binding is probably not without significance. To me it seems 
likely that the Phillips Ms. was a copy of the Tournay Ms. 
made for some neighboring cloister, and that in the copy only 
the school-authors — Cato, Theodulus, Avianus, and Aesop — 
were selected from the more general contents of the older 
Ms. It may be of interest in this connection to note that 
Stephanus, Bishop of Tournay from 1192 to 1203, was 
acquainted with Avianus, whom he cites in an epistle dated 
1 180, the verse being a modification of 5, 18 (Ep. 24, Migne, 
211, 557); but this letter was written while Stephanus was 
Abbot of St. Genofeva at Paris. It is possible that Ste- 
phanus saw to it that Avianus was added to the library of St. 
Martin after going there as bishop, for the composition of 
the Ms. which Sanderus describes, and the works which it 
contains, show that the Ms. cannot well antedate Stephen's 
time, and no other Ms. of Avianus seems ever to have existed 
there. 1 

Addendum. For the note on Theobaldus above, compare also Fr. Lauchert : 
Geschichte des Physiologus, Strassburg, 1889, p. 97 f., although for our purposes he 
does not go beyond Thierfelder's results. 

1 A final note might be made of an edition of Avianus unknown to Hervieux. 
It is one by Joannes Tornaesius, Lugduni, 1594, and is preserved in the Chapter 
Library at Lincoln, England. From the description of this book, which Canon 
Maddison had the kindness to give me, it appears that it is a reprint of the well- 
known edition of 1570, which Hervieux has described on p. 125 ff. of the 3d vol. 



